Book of Revelation – The Seven Last Plagues
--Revelation 16:1-7
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Comment on first few plagues
And a I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and
pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.

The same angel who visited Sodom is sounding the note of warning, "Escape for
thy life." The bottles of God's wrath cannot be poured out to destroy the wicked and
their works until all the people of God have been judged, and the cases of the living
as well as the dead are decided. And even after the saints are sealed with the seal
of the living God, His elect will have trials individually. Personal afflictions will
come; but the furnace is closely watched by an eye that will not suffer the gold to be
consumed. The indelible mark of God is upon them. God can plead that His own
name is written there. The Lord has shut them in. Their destination is inscribed-"God, New Jerusalem." They are God's property, His possession. {TM 446.1}
Said the angle, “Those who profess His name are not ready.” Said the angle. “ Ye have
been picking at straws—dwelling upon little trials-and sinners must be lost as a
consequence.”

Many have unsubdued, unhumbled hearts, and think more of their own little
grievances and trials than of the souls of sinners. If they had the glory of God in
view, they would feel for perishing souls around them; and as they realized their
perilous situation, would take hold with energy, exercising faith in God, and hold up
the hands of His servants, that they might boldly, yet in love, declare the truth and
warn souls to lay hold upon it before the sweet voice of mercy should die away. Said
the angel, "Those who profess His name are not ready." I saw that the seven last
plagues were coming upon the shelterless heads of the wicked; and then those who
have stood in their way will hear the bitter reproaches of sinners, and their hearts
will faint within them.
Said the angel. "Ye have been picking at straws--dwelling upon little trials--and
sinners must be lost as a consequence." God is willing to work for us in our meetings,
and it is His pleasure to work. But Satan says, "I will hinder the work." His agents
say, "Amen." Professed believers in the truth dwell upon their petty trials and
difficulties which Satan has magnified before them. Time is wasted that can never
be recalled. The enemies of the truth have seen our weakness, God has been grieved,
Christ wounded. Satan's object is accomplished, his plans have succeeded, and he
triumphs. {EW 120-121}
The treatment of man, even professed followers of Christ engaged in this grievous sin—
slaves and souls of men, causes indignation in heaven. Angels have recorded it all.
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All heaven beholds with indignation human beings, the workmanship of God,
reduced by their fellow men to the lowest depths of degradation and placed on a
level with the brute creation. Professed followers of that dear Saviour whose
compassion was ever moved at the sight of human woe, heartily engage in this
enormous and grievous sin, and deal in slaves and souls of men. Human agony is
carried from place to place and bought and sold. Angels have recorded it all; it is
written in the book. The tears of the pious bondmen and bondwomen, of fathers,
mothers, and children, brothers and sisters, are all bottled up in heaven. God will
restrain His anger but little longer. His wrath burns against this nation and
especially against the religious bodies that have sanctioned this terrible traffic and
have themselves engaged in it. Such injustice, such oppression, such sufferings, are
looked upon with heartless indifference by many professed followers of the meek
and lowly Jesus. And many of them can themselves inflict, with hateful
satisfaction, all this indescribable agony; and yet they dare to worship God. It is
solemn mockery; Satan exults over it and reproaches Jesus and His angels with
such inconsistency, saying, with hellish triumph, "Such are Christ's followers!"
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{EW 275.1}

The last tear for sinners will be shed, the last agonizing prayer in their behalf will be
offered, the last message of warning will be given.
Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself with His most
kingly robes. Upon His head were many crowns, a crown within a crown.
Surrounded by the angelic host, He left heaven. The plagues were falling upon the
inhabitants of the earth. Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others
rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they might escape His
judgments. But the saints had nothing for them. The last tear for sinners had been
shed, the last agonizing prayer offered, the last burden borne, the last warning
given. The sweet voice of mercy was no more to invite them. When the saints, and
all heaven, were interested for their salvation, they had no interest for themselves.
Life and death had been set before them. Many desired life, but made no effort to
obtain it. They did not choose life, and now there was no atoning blood to cleanse
the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to plead for them, and cry, "Spare, spare the
sinner a little longer." All heaven had united with Jesus, as they heard the fearful
words, "It is done. It is finished." The plan of salvation had been accomplished, but
few had chosen to accept it. And as mercy's sweet voice died away, fear and horror
seized the wicked. With terrible distinctness they heard the words, "Too late! too
late!" {EW 281.1}

The character of God as recorded in Ex 34:6, 7 also includes in the last part of the
verse, these words: Yet He will “by no means clear the guilty.”
God's judgments will be visited upon those who are seeking to oppress and
destroy His people. His long forbearance with the wicked emboldens men in
transgression, but their punishment is nonetheless certain and terrible because it
is long delayed. "The Lord shall rise up as in Mount Perazim, He shall be wroth as
in the valley of Gibeon, that He may do His work, His strange work; and bring to
pass His act, His strange act." Isaiah 28:21. To our merciful God the act of
punishment is a strange act. "As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked." Ezekiel 33:11. The Lord is "merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, . . . forgiving iniquity and
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transgression and sin." Yet He will "by no means clear the guilty." "The Lord is slow
to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked." Exodus 34:6, 7;
Nahum 1:3. By terrible things in righteousness He will vindicate the authority of
His downtrodden law. The severity of the retribution awaiting the transgressor
may be judged by the Lord's reluctance to execute justice. The nation with which
He bears long, and which He will not smite until it has filled up the measure of its
iniquity in God's account, will finally drink the cup of wrath unmixed with mercy.
When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, the unmingled wrath
threatened against those who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark
(Revelation 14:9, 10), will be poured out. The plagues upon Egypt when God was
about to deliver Israel were similar in character to those more terrible and
extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the final
deliverance of God's people. Says the revelator, in describing those terrific scourges:
"There fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the
beast, and upon them which worshiped his image." The sea "became as the blood of
a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea." And "the rivers and fountains of
waters . . . became blood." Terrible as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully
vindicated. The angel of God declares: "Thou art righteous, O Lord, . . . because
Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and
Thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy." Revelation 16:2-6.
{GC 627-628}

We need to be wise and on guard to the wiles of Satan who is at work to distract,
deceive and draw away God’s people, just now in this sealing time.
I saw that Satan was working through agents in a number of ways. He was at
work through ministers who have rejected the truth and are given over to strong
delusions to believe a lie that they might be damned…while preaching, praying, or
conversing, some professed Adventists who had rejected present truth used
mesmerism to gain adherents, and the people would rejoice in this influence, for
they thought it was the Holy Ghost. Some even that used it were so far in the
darkness and deception of the devil that they thought it was the power of God, given
them to exercise. They had made God altogether such a one as themselves and had
valued His power as a thing of nought.
Some of these agents of Satan were affecting the bodies of some of the saints-those whom they could not deceive and draw away from the truth by a Satanic
influence. Oh, that all could get a view of it as God revealed it to me, that they might
know more of the wiles of Satan and be on their guard! I saw that Satan was at work
in these ways to distract, deceive, and draw away God's people, just now in this
sealing time. I saw some who were not standing stiffly for present truth. Their knees
were trembling, and their feet sliding, because they were not firmly planted on the
truth, and the covering of Almighty God could not be drawn over them while they
were thus trembling.
Satan was trying his every art to hold them where they were, until the sealing
was past, until the covering was drawn over God's people, and they left without a
shelter from the burning wrath of God, in the seven last plagues. God has begun to
draw this covering over His people, and it will soon be drawn over all who are to
have a shelter in the day of slaughter. God will work in power for His people; and
Satan will be permitted to work also. {EW 43-44}
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