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EGW Statement on Revelation 20:12  
 

 God Reads the Secret Devisings.--It is for the eternal interest of every one 
to search his own heart, and to improve every God-given faculty. Let all 
remember that there is not a motive in the heart of any man that the Lord does 
not clearly see. The motives of each one are weighed as carefully as if the 
destiny of the human agent depended upon this one result. We need a 
connection with divine power, that we may have an increase of clear light and 
an understanding of how to reason from cause to effect. We need to have the 
powers of the understanding cultivated, by our being partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. Let 
each one consider carefully the solemn truth, God in heaven is true, and there 
is not a design, however intricate, nor a motive, however carefully hidden, that 
He does not clearly understand. He reads the secret devisings of every heart. 
Men may plan out crooked actions for the future, thinking that God does not 
understand; but in that great day when the books are opened, and every man 
is judged by the things written in the books, those actions will appear as they 
are. . . .  {3BC 1160.2}   
      O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known [me]. Thou knowest my 

downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou 

compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted [with] all my ways.   

For [there is] not a word in my tongue, [but], lo, O LORD, thou knowest it 

altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon 

me.  If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light 

about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the 

day: the darkness and the light [are] both alike [to thee].  -Psalm 139:1-5, 11, 12  

                 {3BC 1160.3}  
          The Lord sees and understands all dishonesty in planning, all unlawful 
 appropriation in any degree of property or means, all injustice in man's dealing 
 with his fellow men . . . Daniel 5:27 - TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, 

 and art found wanting. (RH March 8, 1906).   {3BC 1160.4}   
 

EGW Statement on Revelation 20:12 from Testimonies Vol 6 
  

Every impulse of the Holy Spirit leading men to goodness and to God is 
noted in the books of heaven, and in the day of God everyone who has given 
himself as an instrument for the Holy Spirit’s working will be permitted to 
behold what his life has wrought.    {6T 310}   
 

EGW Statement on Revelation 20:12,15 from YI May 26, 1898  
 

  Day by day the record of your words, your actions, and your influence, is 
being made in the books of heaven. This you must meet. “And I saw the dead, 

small and great, stand before God; the books were opened…(vs.12)... who-

soever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 
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     The Book of Life.--When we become children of God, our names are written 
in the Lamb's book of life, and they remain there until the time of the 
investigative judgment. Then the name of every individual will be called, and 
his record examined, by Him who declares, "I know thy works." If in that day 
it shall appear that all our wicked deeds have not been fully repented of, our 
names will be blotted from the book of life, and our sins will stand against us. 
(ST Aug. 6, 1885).    {7BC 987.6} 

Moses manifested his great love for Israel in his entreaty to the Lord to 
forgive their sin, or blot his name out of the book which He had written. His 
intercessions here illustrate Christ's love and mediation for the sinful race. But 
the Lord refused to let Moses suffer for the sins of His backsliding people. He 
declared to him that those who had sinned against Him He would blot out of 
His book which He had written; for the righteous should not suffer for the guilt 
of the sinner.     {7BC 987.7}   
    The book here referred to is the book of records in heaven, in which every 
name is inscribed, and the acts of all, their sins, and obedience, are faithfully 
written. When individuals commit sins which are too grievous for the Lord to 
pardon, their names are erased from the book, and they are devoted to 
destruction  (ST May 27, 1880).    {7BC 987.8} 
 

EGW Comment on Rev 20:13-15 from Great Controversy 
 

The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the bar of God on the charge of 
high treason against the government of heaven. They have none to plead their 
cause; they are without excuse; and the sentence of eternal death is pronounced 
against them.  {GC 668.2}   
     It is now evident to all that the wages of sin is not noble independence and 
eternal life, but slavery, ruin, and death. The wicked see what they have 
forfeited by their life of rebellion. The far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory was despised when offered them; but how desirable it now appears. 
"All this," cries the lost soul, "I might have had; but I chose to put these things 
far from me. Oh, strange infatuation! I have exchanged peace, happiness, and 
honor for wretchedness, infamy, and despair." All see that their exclusion from 
heaven is just. By their lives they have declared: "We will not have this Man 
[Jesus] to reign over us."  {GC 668.3}   
     As if entranced, the wicked have looked upon the coronation of the Son of 
God. They see in His hands the tables of the divine law, the statutes which 
they have despised and transgressed. They witness the outburst of wonder, 
rapture, and adoration from the saved; and as the wave of melody sweeps over 
the multitudes without the city, all with one voice exclaim, "Great and 
marvelous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, 
Thou King of saints" (Revelation 15:3); and, falling prostrate, they worship the 
Prince of life.  {GC 668.4}  
 Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion has unfitted him for heaven. He has 
trained his powers to war against God; the purity, peace, and harmony of 
heaven would be to him supreme torture. His accusations against the mercy 
and justice of God are now silenced. The reproach which he has endeavored to 
cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon himself. And now Satan bows down and 
confesses the justice of his sentence.  {GC 670.2}   
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     "Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou only art 
holy: for all nations shall come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments 
are made manifest." Verse 4. Every question of truth and error in the long-
standing controversy has now been made plain. The results of rebellion, the 
fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have been laid open to the view of all 
created intelligences. The working out of Satan's rule in contrast with the 
government of God has been presented to the whole universe. Satan's own 
works have condemned him. God's wisdom, His justice, and His goodness stand 
fully vindicated. It is seen that all His dealings in the great controversy have 
been conducted with respect to the eternal good of His people and the good of 
all the worlds that He has created. "All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord; 
and Thy saints shall bless Thee." Psalm 145:10. The history of sin will stand 
to all eternity as a witness that with the existence of God's law is bound up the 
happiness of all the beings He has created. With all the facts of the great 
controversy in view, the whole universe, both loyal and rebellious, with one 
accord declare: "Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints."  {GC 670.3}   
 

    Satan seems paralyzed as he beholds the glory and majesty of Christ. He 
who was once a covering cherub remembers whence he has fallen. A shining 
seraph, "son of the morning;" how changed, how degraded! From the council 
where once he was honored, he is forever excluded. He sees another now 
standing near to the Father, veiling His glory. He has seen the crown placed 
upon the head of Christ by an angel of lofty stature and majestic presence, and 
he knows that the exalted position of this angel might have been his.    
 Before the universe has been clearly presented the great sacrifice made by 
the Father and the Son in man's behalf. The hour has come when Christ 
occupies His rightful position and is glorified above principalities and powers 
and every name that is named. It was for the joy that was set before Him--that 
He might bring many sons unto glory--that He endured the cross and despised 
the shame. And inconceivably great as was the sorrow and the shame, yet 
greater is the joy and the glory. He looks upon the redeemed, renewed in His 
own image, every heart bearing the perfect impress of the divine, every face 
reflecting the likeness of their King. He beholds in them the result of the 
travail of His soul, and He is satisfied. Then, in a voice that reaches the 
assembled multitudes of the righteous and the wicked, He declares: "Behold 
the purchase of My blood! For these I suffered, for these I died, that they might 
dwell in My presence throughout eternal ages." And the song of praise ascends 
from the white-robed ones about the throne: "Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing." Revelation 5:12.  {GC 671.1}   

 

 Notwithstanding that Satan has been constrained to acknowledge God's 
justice and to bow to the supremacy of Christ, his character remains 
unchanged. The spirit of rebellion, like a mighty torrent, again bursts forth. 
Filled with frenzy, he determines not to yield the great controversy. The time 
has come for a last desperate struggle against the King of heaven. He rushes 
into the midst of his subjects and endeavors to inspire them with his own fury 
and arouse them to instant battle. But of all the countless millions whom he 
has allured into rebellion, there are none now to acknowledge his supremacy. 
His power is at an end. The wicked are filled with the same hatred of God that 
inspires Satan; but they see that their case is hopeless, that they cannot prevail 
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against Jehovah. Their rage is kindled against Satan and those who have been 
his agents in deception, and with the fury of demons they turn upon them.  
 {GC 671.2}   
 Saith the Lord: "Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; 
behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: 
and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they 
shall defile thy brightness. They shall bring thee down to the pit." "I will 
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. . . . I will 
cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 
. . . I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold 
thee. . . . Thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more." Ezekiel 
28:6-8, 16-19.  {GC 672.1}   
 "Upon the wicked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire and brimstone 
and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup." Isaiah 9:5; 34:2; 
Psalm 11:6, margin. Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The earth is 
broken up. The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn forth. Devouring 
flames burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day 
has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also, and the works that are therein are burned up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 
3:10. The earth's surface seems one molten mass--a vast, seething lake of fire. 
It is the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly men--"the day of the 
Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion." 
Isaiah 34:8.  {GC 672.2}  
     The wicked receive their recompense in the earth. Proverbs 11:31. They 
"shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord 
of hosts." Malachi 4:1. Some are destroyed as in a moment, while others suffer 
many days. All are punished "according to their deeds." The sins of the 
righteous having been transferred to Satan, he is made to suffer not only for 
his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has caused God's people to 
commit. His punishment is to be far greater than that of those whom he has 
deceived. After all have perished who fell by his deceptions, he is still to live 
and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root 
and branch--Satan the root, his followers the branches. The full penalty of the 
law has been visited; the demands of justice have been met; and heaven and 
earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah.  {GC 673.1}   
     Satan's work of ruin is forever ended. For six thousand years he has 
wrought his will, filling the earth with woe and causing grief throughout the 
universe. The whole creation has groaned and travailed together in pain. Now 
God's creatures are forever delivered from his presence and temptations. "The 
whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they [the righteous] break forth into 
singing." Isaiah 14:7. And a shout of praise and triumph ascends from the 
whole loyal universe. "The voice of a great multitude," "as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings," is heard, saying: "Alleluia: for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." Revelation 19:6.  {GC 673.2}   
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