Book of Revelation — The Final Judgment-- Rev 20:11-15
Series REV-63-S SOP Supplement

Unique EGW Statement on Revelation 20:9 (cf Matt.7:22,23)

Jesus and his loyal subjects ascend to the top of the city. The wicked host
behold the splendor of the city, and the happy redeemed company upon its walls,
and are amazed at the scene. They behold Jesus in his kingly majesty, his
countenance surpassing the brightness of the sun, surrounded by the angelic
throng. As the wicked look upon the redeemed, and see their faces radiant with
glory, and glittering crowns upon their heads, their courage fails, and they wail
In anguish as they realize that they chose a life of rebellion against God, and
Jesus Christ their Saviour, and for their disloyalty have lost eternal life, and an
Imperishable treasure. Then many who had professed to be Christ's followers, but
who had not honored God in their lives, enumerate their good deeds performed
when they lived upon the earth, and entreat to be admitted into the city. They
plead that their names were upon the church books, and they had prophesied in
the name of Christ, and in his name cast out devils, and done many wonderful
works. Christ answers, Your cases have been decided. Your names are not found
enrolled in the book of life. You professed to believe in my name, but you trampled
upon the law of God. I know you not, depart from me ye workers of iniquity. Satan
and his angels try to encourage the wicked multitude to action; but fire descends
from Heaven, and unites with the fire in the earth, and aids in the general
conflagration. {13SG 86-87}

EGW Statements on Revelation 20:11,12 from Christ’s Object Lessons

Solemn will be the day of final decision. In prophetic vision the apostle John
describes it "l saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And
I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened;
and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works."
Revelation 20:11, 12. {COL 318.2}

Sad will be the retrospect in that day when men stand face to face with
eternity. The whole life will present itself just as it has been. The world's
pleasures, riches, and honors will not then seem so important. Men will then see
that the righteousness they despised is alone of value. They will see that they
have fashioned their characters under the deceptive allurements of Satan. The
garments they have chosen are the badge of their allegiance to the first great
apostate. Then they will see the results of their choice. They will have a
knowledge of what it means to transgress the commandments of God.

{COL 318.3}

There will be no future probation in which to prepare for eternity. It is in this
life that we are to put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness. This 1s our only
opportunity to form characters for the home which Christ has made ready for
those who obey His commandments. {COL 319.1}
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EGW Comment on Rev 20:11 from Great Controversy

Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies. Far above the city, upon
a foundation of burnished gold, is a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne
sits the Son of God, and around Him are the subjects of His kingdom. The power
and majesty of Christ no language can describe, no pen portray. The glory of the
Eternal Father is enshrouding His Son. The brightness of His presence fills the
City of God, and flows out beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth with its
radiance. {GC 665.1}

Nearest the throne are those who were once zealous in the cause of Satan, but
who, plucked as brands from the burning, have followed their Saviour with deep,
Intense devotion. Next are those who perfected Christian characters in the midst
of falsehood and infidelity, those who honored the law of God when the Christian
world declared it void, and the millions, of all ages, who were martyred for their
faith. And beyond is the "great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, . . . before the throne, and before
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands." Revelation 7-9.
Their warfare is ended, their victory won. They have run the race and reached
the prize. The palm branch in their hands is a symbol of their triumph, the white
robe an emblem of the spotless righteousness of Christ which now 1is theirs.

{GC 665.2}

The redeemed raise a song of praise that echoes and re-echoes through the
vaults of heaven: "Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb." Verse 10. And angel and seraph unite their voices in adoration. As the
redeemed have beheld the power and malignity of Satan, they have seen, as never
before, that no power but that of Christ could have made them conquerors. In all
that shining throng there are none to ascribe salvation to themselves, as if they
had prevailed by their own power and goodness. Nothing is said of what they have
done or suftered; but the burden of every song, the keynote of every anthem, 1s-
Salvation to our God and unto the Lamb. {GC 665.3}

In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and heaven the final
coronation of the Son of God takes place. And now, invested with supreme majesty
and power, the King of kings pronounces sentence upon the rebels against His
government and executes justice upon those who have transgressed His law and
oppressed His people. Says the prophet of God: "l saw a great white throne, and
Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled aways and there
was found no place for them... Revelation 20-11.” {GC 666.1}

++4+++ +++++

With unutterable love, Jesus welcomes His faithful ones to the joy of their
Lord. The Saviour's joy 1s in seeing, in the kingdom of glory, the souls that have
been saved by His agony and humiliation. And the redeemed will be sharers in
His joy, as they behold, among the blessed, those who have been won to Christ
through their prayers, their labors, and their loving sacrifice. As they gather
about the great white throne, gladness unspeakable will fill their hearts, when
they behold those whom they have won for Christ, and see that one has gained
others, and these still others, all brought into the haven of rest, there to lay their
crowns at Jesus' feet and praise Him through the endless cycles of eternity.

{GC 647.1}
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EGW Comment on Rev 20:12 from Vol 4 of the Testimonies

On the morning of October 23, 1879, about two o'clock, the Spirit of the Lord
rested upon me, and I beheld scenes in the coming judgment. Language fails me
In which to give an adequate description of the things which passed before me
and of the effect they had upon my mind. 14T 384.1}

The great day of the execution of God's judgment seemed to have come. Ten
thousand times ten thousand were assembled before a large throne, upon which
was seated a person of majestic appearance. Several books were before Him, and
upon the covers of each was written in letters of gold, which seemed like a burning
flame of fire: "Ledger of Heaven.” One of these books, containing the names of
those who claim to believe the truth, was then opened. Immediately I lost sight
of the countless millions about the throne, and only those who were professedly
children of the light and of the truth engaged my attention. As these persons were
named, one by one, and their good deeds mentioned, their countenances would
light up with a holy joy that was reflected in every direction. But this did not seem
to rest upon my mind with the greatest force. 14T 384.2}

Another book was opened, wherein were recorded the sins of those who
profess the truth. Under the general heading of selfishness came every other sin.
There were also headings over every column, and underneath these, opposite each
name, were recorded, in their respective columns, the lesser sins. 14T 384.3}

Under covetousness came falsehood, theft, robbery, fraud, and avarices
under ambition came pride and extravagance; jealousy stood at the head of
malice, envy, and hatred; and intemperance headed a long Iist of fearful crimes,
such as lasciviousness, adultery, indulgence of animal passions, etc. As I beheld
1 was filled with inexpressible anguish and exclaimed: "Who can be saved? who
will stand justified before God? whose robes are spotless? who are faultless in the
sight of a pure and holy God?" {4T 385.1}

As the Holy One upon the throne slowly turned the leaves of the ledger, and
His eyes rested for a moment upon individuals, His glance seemed to burn into
their very souls, and at the same moment every word and action of their lives
passed before their minds as clearly as though traced before their vision in letters
of fire. Trembling seized them, and their faces turned pale. Their first appearance
when around the throne was that of careless indifterence. But how changed their
appearance now! The feeling of security is gone, and in its place is a nameless
terror... Every eye is riveted upon the face of the One upon the throne; and as His
solemn, searching eye sweeps over that company, there is a quaking of heart....
In anguish of soul each declares his own guilt and with terrible vividness sees
that by sinning he has thrown away the precious boon of eternal life. 14T 385.2}

The names of all who profess the truth were mentioned. Some were reproved
for their unbelief, others for having been slothful servants... Had they cultivated
the abilities God had given them, they could have been reliable burden bearers,
working for the interest of the Master. Said the Judge: "All will be justified by
their faith and judged by their works." How vividly then appeared their neglect,
and how wise the arrangement of God in giving to every man a work to do to
promote the cause and save his fellow men. Fach was to demonstrate a living
faith in his family and in his neighborhood, by showing kindness to the poor,
sympathizing with the afflicted, engaging in missionary labor, and by aiding the
cause of God with his means. 14T 386.2}

To Be Continued...

The Mind of Christ.net REV-63-S
www.themindofchrist.net/the-revelation-of-jesus



