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Daniel 3—

What an exciting adventure we are on through the book of Daniel. Because the King of
Babylon did not want to see his kingdom vanish, he under the influence of his wise men,
decided to make an image, with the slight change of making it all of gold. This King
Nebuchadnezzar thought “would excel the original”. He saw this as a fitting symbol

of Babylon—"an eternal, indestructible, all-powerful kingdom, which should break in
pieces all other kingdoms and stand forever.” (PK 504-505)

Golden Image
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Church — Test for God'’s people in the last days. How?
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Commandments of God
Faith of Jesus




ACTOR

King Nebuchadnezzar
Princes/Governors/Captains
Judges/Treasurers/Counsellors
All the Rulers of the Provinces
Golden Image

Music (All Kinds of)

Burning Fiery Furnace

Chaldeans (who accused the Jews)

Decree
Three Worthies

Heated Seven Times More

Form of the Fourth

Fire had no power

Coats not changed

Nor smell of fire on them
Nebuchadnezzar Blessing God
Yield their bodies

Their own God
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Daniel 3 - The Golden Image

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold,
whose height waslésixty cubits and its width six cubits.

He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of

Babylon. 2 And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to

gathe er the satraps, the adminis the

,qo(ernors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges,

he magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces) to

com he dedication of the image which

Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  So the satraps, the

administrators, the governors, the counse%(s, the

treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the

officials of the provinces gathered together for t%e

dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzarhad

set up; and they stood before the image that

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. * Then a herald

cried Paloud: “To you it is commanded, O peoples,

nations, and languages, ° that at the time you hear the

sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in

symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall

down and worship the gold image that King

Nebuchadnezzar has set up; ® and whoever does not

fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the

midst of a burning fiery furnace.”

”So at that time, when all the people heard the sound
of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, in symphony with all
kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages
fell down and worshiped the gold image which King

Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
Daniel’s Friends Disobey the King

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came
forward and accused the Jews. ° They spoke and said

to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever!
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Revelation 13

The Beast from the Sea

Then Ell stood on the sand of the sea. And | saw a
beast rising up out of the sea, having Blseven heads
and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on
his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast
which | saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the
feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion.
The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and
great authority. 3 And | saw one of his heads as if it
had been mortally wounded i ound

was healed. And @ll the world marveled and followed

the beast.  So they worshiped the dragon who gave
authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast,
saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make

war with him?”

5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things
and blasphemies, and he was given authority

to Econtinue for forty-two months. ® Then he opened
is mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme
name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in

. "It was granted to him to make war with the

saints and to overcome them. And authority was

n him over every Utribe, tongue, and natien. 8 All

ho dwell on the earth will worship him, w

names have not been written in the Book of Life of

the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

9If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 1° He who leads
into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with
the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is

the Elpatience and the faith of the saints.
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0You, O king, have made a decree that everyone who P.4
The Beast from the Earth

hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp,

lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, 1 Then\| saw another beast coming up out of the

shall fall down and worship the gold image; ! and earth, ang he ' and spoke

a dragon. 2 And he exercises all the authori

whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast

into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are of the first beast in his presence, and causes the

certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first

province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- hose deadly wound was healed. '3

Nego: these men, O king, have not paid due regard to [performs great signs, so that he even makes fire ]
of

come down from heaven on the earth in the sight

you. They do not serve your gods or worship the gold

image which you have set up.” men. * And he deceives [fthose who dwell on the

earth by those signs which he was granted to do in
BThen Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the ) )

the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on
command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- _

the earth to make an image to the beast who was
Nego. So they brought these men before the king _

wounded by the sword and lived. ** He was
4 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, _ )

granted power to give breath to the image of the

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not
g beast, that the image of the beast should both
serve my gods or worship the gold image which | have

speak and cause as many as would not worship

set up? ¥ Now if you are ready at the time you hear

ast to be killed. 1% He cause

the image of the
the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, _

both small and great, rich and poor\ree and slave, to
in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall ) o )

receive a mark on their right hand or ontheir
down and worship the image which | have

foreheads, 1" and that no one may buy or Sell except

made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be

one who has [@the mark or the name of the beast, or

cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery )
/ the number of his name.
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from

my hands?” 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding

calculate the number of the beast, for it is the numbe

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and ) )
of a man: His number is 666.

said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need |

to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our
In essence, the three worthies said, “Dear King! We have the

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the right against self-incrimination. The onus is on you to show us

burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your - our folly. We would rather be true to God, so we speak only as
hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king a witness for Him unto you. Submit to this God, O King.

that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the

gold image which you have set up.” —

Saved in Fiery Trial

¥ Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the
expression on his face changed toward Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded

that they heat the furnace seven times more than it was
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20 And he commanded certain mighty men of valor
who were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego, and cast them into the burning fiery ]
furnace. 2! Then these men were bound in their coats,
their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments,
and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery
furnace. ?? Therefore, because the king’s command
was [Flurgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the
flame of the fire killed those men who took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. 2 And these
three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell

down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

|

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he
rose in haste and spoke, saying to his [dcounselors,
“Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the

fire?”
They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”

25“Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, walking
in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the
form of the fourth is like thel&Son of God.”

Nebuchadnezzar Praises God

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the fimouth of the
burning fiery furnace and spoke, saying, “Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here.” Then Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego came from the midst of the
fire. 27 And the satraps, administrators, governors, and
the king’s counselors gathered together, and they saw
these men on whose bodies the fire had no power; the
hair of their head was not singed nor were their
garments affected, and the smell of fire was not on
them.

28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the God
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent

His Angeld and delivered His servants who trusted in
Him, and they have frustrated the king’s word, and
yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor
worship any god except their own God! 2° Therefore |
make a decree that any people, nation, or language
which speaks anything amiss against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash

heap; because there is no other God who can deliver
like this.”

30 Then the king "lpromoted Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego in the province of Babylon.
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